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from the rest of nature. But the arts are the exclusive
product of mind. They are the means through which
intelligence utilizes the materials and forces of nature.
And as all economics rests primarily on production, it
seems to follow that a science of economics must have a
psychological basis. In fact the economics of mind and
the economics of life are not merely different but the
direct opposites of each other. The psychologic law
strives to reverse the biologic law. The biologic law
is that of the survival of structures best adapted to the
environment. Those structures that yield most readily
to changes in the environment persist. It has therefore
been aptly called the "survival of the plastic." The
environment never changes to conform to the structures
but always the reverse, and the only organic progress
possible is that which accrues through improvements
in structure tending to enable organic beings to cope
with sterner and ever harder conditions. In any and
every case it is the environment that works the changes
and the organism that undergoes them.

But the most important factor in the environment of
any species is its organic environment. The hardest
pressure that is brought to bear upon it comes from
other living things in the midst of which it lives. Any
slight advantage which one species may gain from a
favorable change of structure causes it to multiply and
expand, and unless strenuously resisted, ultimately to
acquire a complete monopoly of all things that are
needed for its support. Any other species that con-
sumes the same elements must, unless equally vigorous,
soon be crowded out. This is the true meaning of the
survival of the fittest. It is essentially a process of com-
petition. The economics of nature consists therefore
essentially in the operation of the law of competition
in its purest form. The prevailing idea, however, that